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Welcome
Welcome to Sheaf Poetry Festival, a new poetry festival for Shefﬁeld and nearby.
We’ve been working hard to programme a vibrant combination of poetry, spoken word
and cross-disciplinary events for all poetry lovers to enjoy, and a friendly festival atmosphere
in which that can happen, and we want to make you all feel as welcome as possible.
We’ve previously been Shefﬁeld Poetry Festival and South Yorkshire Poetry Festival, and
we’re really proud of what we’ve already achieved. As Sheaf Poetry Festival, our mission is
to keep on bringing world-class poetry to Shefﬁeld and to share inspiring, exciting voices
with our audiences.
This is the ﬁrst year we’ve had a poet-in-residence and a young poet-in-residence as part
of the festival, and it has been great to give this opportunity to two poets. Mark Pajak and
Georgie Woodhead will be on hand at our launch event. Mark has brought a poetry ghost
walk and a collaboration with the National Videogame Museum to our programme so do
look out for those!
The festival is spread over nine days, commencing on Friday 17 May with our festival launch
event. The weekend will consist of a packed programme of readings, performances and
workshops, and the following week includes an assortment of evening events, including
Tuesday’s Festival of Debate special with Roger McGough at the Abbeydale Picture House.
We’ll be closing the festival on Saturday 25 May with one of Longbarrow Press’s famous
Shefﬁeld poetry walks and a poetry ﬁlm night with Elephant’s Footprint.
Our partners include vibrant small publishers such as The Poetry Business, Nine Arches
Press and Penned in the Margins, and fantastic local poetry promoters and spoken word
nights such as Verse Matters and Wordlife. We’ll also be staging a reading with the amazing
Hive South Yorkshire, who work with poets aged 14-30 across the area, and working with
The Reader to bring you shared reading sessions. Our venues are for the most part
accessible and easy to reach, the majority being in the centre of Shefﬁeld.
We’re hugely grateful for the support of Arts Council England, Shefﬁeld Hallam University,
Shefﬁeld Town Trust, The University of Shefﬁeld, and all of our partners. Whatever ﬂavour
of poetry you enjoy, we hope there is something for you here.
The Festival Team
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Festival Diary
Friday 17 May
7.30pm
9.30pm

Festival Launch: Juxtavoices with Mark Pajak and Georgie Woodhead
Ghost Walk with Mark Pajak

Saturday 18 May
10am
11am
1pm
2.15pm
4pm
6pm
8pm

Andrew McMillan workshop: No More Poems!
The Poetry Business Big Book & Pamphlet Sale
The Poetry Business New Poets Prize Winners Pamphlet Launch
Penned in the Margins: Rebecca Tamás, Raymond Antrobus, Kate Davis
Longbarrow Press: Nancy Gaffield and Mark Goodwin
Vahni Capildeo and Imtiaz Dharker
Andrew McMillan and Rachael Allen

Sunday 19 May
10am
1pm
2.15pm
4pm
6pm
8pm

Mark Pajak workshop: Killing Time
Hive Young & Emerging Poets Showcase
Nine Arches Press: Ian Humphreys, David Clarke, Theresa Lola
Wretched Strangers Anthology Launch
Ágnes Lehóczky and Denise Riley
Rommi Smith and Dave Evans

Monday 20 May
6pm

University of Sheffield Postgraduate Poetry Showcase

Tuesday 21 May
7pm

Roger McGough, Stan Skinny, Buddy Wakefield

Wednesday 22 May
1pm
6.30pm

Voices from The Poetry Room
Matter 19: Launch Event

Thursday 23 May
7.30pm

Verse Matters

Friday 24 May
7.30pm

Jenny Hockey: Going to Bed with the Moon

Saturday 25 May
10am
2pm
7pm

The Reader: bringing people together and books to life
Excavations: a Boundary Walk with Rob Hindle and Fay Musselwhite
Poetry Film Night: Wild Whispers

Sunday 26 May
11am

The Living Line with Cora Greenhill
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Friday 17 May
Festival Launch
Juxtavoices with Mark Pajak and Georgie Woodhead
7.30pm | Upper Chapel, Norfolk Street, Shefﬁeld S1 2JD
Pay as you feel (suggested donation £3)

Join us as we launch the festival with anti-choir
Juxtavoices, poet-in-residence Mark Pajak and
young poet-in-residence Georgie Woodhead.
Juxtavoices is a Shefﬁeld-based 30-voice anti-choir
which has performed at many conventional and
eccentric venues since its inception in 2011.
Their latest album May Contain Notes was released by Discus in 2016; Stewart Lee
described them as ‘a whole tribe talking in tongues, 30 full-moon were-Ligetis, and Wicker
Man workings wrangled by the Swingle Singers.’
Mark Pajak was a 2016 Laureate’s Choice poet, chosen by
Carol Ann Duffy. He has been commended in the National
Poetry Competition, awarded ﬁrst place in The Bridport
Prize, and has also received a Northern Writers’ Award,
and an Eric Gregory Award.
Georgie Woodhead was a winner of the Foyle Young Poet
of the Year, was a highly commended young poet in the
Cuckoo Northern Writers Award, and a 2nd place winner
in the Ledbury Poetry Competition. Georgie has had work
published in anthologies, performed at the Ted Hughes
Poetry Festival 2018, and has been a guest on Ian
McMillan’s The Verb on Radio 3.

Ghost Walk with Mark Pajak
9.30pm | 1 High St, Shefﬁeld S1 2GA
Free event

Join poet-in-residence Mark Pajak on a tour of landmarks of historic Shefﬁeld. With poems
and stories, the tour will explore the city’s macabre folklore and bloody past, bringing the
long dead of Shefﬁeld back to life. The tour will start from Lloyds Bank (Cathedral branch)
at 9.30pm and last approximately one hour. Dress warmly and bring a torch.
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Saturday 18 May
Andrew McMillan workshop: No More Poems!

10am–12pm | Shefﬁeld Hallam University, Charles Street Building 12.5.14
(Room 14 on 5th Floor), Shefﬁeld S1 2ND
£20 (advance booking only)
Workshops often use already published poems as a means of inspiring new
work; here, participants will look beyond poems to different types of writing
and text in order to inspire new work and consider new ways in which
work might be inspired.

The 2017/18 Poetry Business New Poets Prize Winners
Pamphlet Launch
1pm–2pm | Performance Lab, Shefﬁeld Hallam University, Arundel Gate, S1 2LQ
£8 / £6 concessions (in advance or on the door)
This reading will celebrate the four winners of the 2018 Poetry Business
New Poets Prize, selected by Kayo Chingonyi. These poets will be
launching their winning pamphlets at this event.
Joe Carrick-Varty has an MA from the Manchester Centre for New Writing
and has been named one of Eyewear’s Best New British and Irish Poets.
Tristram Fane Saunders lives in London. His pamphlet Woodsong is a
retelling of the Irish epic The Madness of Sweeney.
Emma Jeremy works as an advocate for a medical charity. Her work has
appeared in Poetry London, Poems in Which and Rising.
Warda Yassin is a Shefﬁeld-based Somali poet who has performed alongside
Buddy Wakeﬁeld and Jean Binta Breeze. She is part of the Hive network
and the Writing Squad.

The Poetry Business Big Book & Pamphlet Sale
11am–3pm | Campo House, 54 Campo Lane, Shefﬁeld S1 2EG

A big book & pamphlet sale with 20% off all Poetry Business publications.
Come and browse our new & vintage titles and back issues of The North
magazine. See page 22 of this programme for more details.
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Saturday 18 May
Penned In The Margins reading
with Rebecca Tamás, Raymond Antrobus and Kate Davis
2.15pm–4pm | Performance Lab, Shefﬁeld Hallam University, Arundel Gate,
Shefﬁeld S1 2LQ
£10 / £8 concessions (in advance or on the door)
Penned in the Margins is a London-based literary arts company, producing new work live,
in print and online. Collaborating with writers, artists and creative partners to test new
ideas and explore alternative stories. We welcome three outstanding and original poets
from this award-winning publisher to Shefﬁeld for this event.
Kate Davis lives in Barrow-in-Furness, Cumbria. Her poems have been implanted in audiobenches, sung throughout a 12-hour tide cycle, embroidered on clothes, remixed by a sound
artist and printed on shopping bags. The Girl Who Forgets How to Walk is a magical realist
exploration of memories and myth, set against Cumbrian landscapes.
Rebecca Tamás is a London-born poet currently living in York, where she is Lecturer in
Creative Writing at York St John University. In 2018 she co-edited the anthology Spells:
21st Century Occult Poetry (Ignota) with Sarah Shin. Witch (a Poetry Book Society choice)
is an occult exploration of the feminine that is dark, witty and philosophical, somehow both
ancient and strikingly modern.
Raymond Antrobus is a British-Jamaican poet, performer, editor and educator, born and
bred in Hackney. His poetry has appeared on BBC 2 and BBC Radio 4 and in the Guardian.
The Perseverance was a 2018 Poetry Book of the Year for both the Guardian and the Times
and he was a Jerwood Compton Poetry Fellow in 2017.
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Saturday 18 May
Longbarrow Press reading
with Nancy Gafﬁeld and Mark Goodwin
4pm–5.15pm | Performance Lab, Shefﬁeld Hallam University, Arundel Gate,
Shefﬁeld S1 2LQ
£8 / £6 concessions (in advance or on the door)
Shefﬁeld-based publisher Longbarrow Press presents a
unique collaborative performance by two poets whose
new collections explore themes of movement and
mapping.
Nancy Gafﬁeld’s Tokaido Road (CB editions 2011) was
nominated for the Forward Best First Collection Prize
and was awarded the Aldeburgh First Collection Prize
that year. Her second collection, Owhere (Templar 2012)
won a Templar Poetry Pamphlet Award. Subsequent
poetry publications include Continental Drift (Shearsman
2014) and the chapbook Zyxt (Oystercatcher 2015).
Meridian (2019), a long poem based on her pursuit of
the Greenwich Meridian Trail, is her ﬁrst collection with
Longbarrow Press.
Mark Goodwin is the author of several collections
of poetry, including Else (2008), Back of A Vast
(2010), Layers of Un (2012), House at Out (2015)
and All Space Away and In (2017), all from
Shearsman, and Shod (Nine Arches Press),
winner of the 2010 East Midlands Book Award.
Steps, a category ﬁnalist for the 2015 Banff
Mountain Book Competition, was his ﬁrst full
collection with Longbarrow Press. His new book
with Longbarrow, Rock as Gloss (2019), comprises
poems and ﬁctions that enact a dialogue with the
culture and literature of climbing and fell-walking.

Photo: Mark Goodwin by Nikki Clayton
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Saturday 18 May
Vahni Capildeo and Imtiaz Dharker

6pm–7.30pm | Performance Lab, Shefﬁeld Hallam University, Arundel Gate,
Shefﬁeld S1 2LQ
£10 / £8 concessions (in advance or on the door)
We’re delighted to welcome Vahni Capildeo and Imtiaz Dharker to Shefﬁeld for this
reading. Vahni Capildeo’s poems are quick to question the world around us, whether that
is the boundaries we draw, or the perspective we write from. Imtiaz Dharker’s most recent
collection, Luck Is The Hook, explores chance and the ways in which it shapes our lives.
Trinidadian-British poet Vahni
Capildeo earned a PhD at Oxford
University, where they were a
Rhodes Scholar studying translation
theory and Old Norse. They
completed a research fellowship
at Girton College, Cambridge
University. Their collection
Measures of Expatriation won the
2016 Forward Prize and 2018’s
Venus as a Bear was a Poetry Book
Society choice.
Imtiaz Dharker is a poet and artist,
and was awarded the Queen’s
Gold Medal for Poetry, 2014.
She is a Fellow of the Royal Society
of Literature and has been Poetin-Residence at Cambridge
University Library. Her six
collections include Over the Moon
and the latest, Luck is the Hook, and
her poems have been broadcast
widely on BBC Radio 3 and 4 as
well as the BBC World Service.
Photos: Vahni Capildeo by Graeme Oxby, Imtiaz Dharker by Ayesha Dharker
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Saturday 18 May
Andrew McMillan and Rachael Allen

8pm–9.30pm | Performance Lab, Shefﬁeld Hallam University, Arundel Gate,
Shefﬁeld S1 2LQ
£10 / £8 concessions (in advance or on the door)
Join us for this reading by two extraordinary poets. Andrew McMillan’s poems are intimate
and honest, unafraid of their own vulnerability, taking us to the heart of human experience.
Rachael Allen’s debut Kingdomland is full of surreal turns, ekphrasis and shape-shifting
scenarios, behind which everyday life is somehow continuing.
Andrew McMillan was born in South
Yorkshire in 1988; his debut collection
physical was the ﬁrst ever poetry
collection to win The Guardian First
Book Award. His second collection,
playtime, was published by Jonathan Cape
in 2018; it was a Poetry Book Society
Recommendation for Autumn 2018.
He is senior lecturer at the Manchester
Writing School at MMU and lives in
Manchester.
Rachael Allen’s ﬁrst collection of poetry Kingdomland
is published by Faber & Faber. Nights of Poor Sleep, a
collaboration with the painter Marie Jacotey, was
published as a co-authored artists’ book in 2017 by
Test Centre. She is poetry editor at Granta and
co-founder of poetry press clinic and online journal
tender. She has received a Northern Writers Award
and an Eric Gregory Award.

Photo: Andrew McMillan by Innes Morrison
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Sunday 19 May
Mark Pajak workshop: Killing Time

10am–12pm | Shefﬁeld Hallam University, Charles Street Building 12.5.14
(Room 14 on 5th Floor), Shefﬁeld S1 2ND
£20 (advance booking only)
“… I gave commands; Then all smiles stopped together.”
Join our poet-in-residence Mark Pajak for a poetry writing workshop.
Every narrative needs conﬂict. What better, more primal and dramatic
way than to introduce a little violence into the story? Storytellers have
been doing this for millennia. However, violence as a narrative
ingredient is like salt – too much will spoil the broth and even
contemporary writers can overdo it. Harold Pinter’s war poetry was
famously dismissed as “big sweary outburst[s]” in Don Paterson’s 2004 T.S. Eliot lecture. So
how can a writer tap into the drama of a violent instance without straying into melodrama?
With close reading and discussion (looking at the work of poets such as Carol Ann Duffy,
Seamus Heaney and Robin Robertson) the Killing Time workshop will focus on how poets
can write about violence indirectly, particularly with poems of ‘build-up’ and ‘aftermath’.
Then by making use of narrative planning and writing exercises, participants will produce
their own subtle yet dramatically charged poems.

Hive Young & Emerging Poets Showcase

1pm–2pm | Performance Lab, Shefﬁeld Hallam University, Arundel Gate, S1 2LQ
Free entry / Pay as you feel
Hive South Yorkshire is a writer development project for young
writers (14 to 30) in the region. Through writing groups, writers’
days with professional writers, partnership projects, mentorship,
competitions, publications and live events, we support young
writers to develop – whatever their background, ability or interest.
South Yorkshire has an abundance of talented young poets, many of whom are part of the
Hive Young Writers network and members of Hive groups in Shefﬁeld, Barnsley, Doncaster
and Rotherham. Among them are prize winners of awards such as Foyle Young Poets and
the Cuckoo Northern Writers Award.
Come and hear a selection of young voices in this fabulous hour of poems to make you
laugh, cry and maybe even take your breath away.
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Sunday 19 May
Nine Arches Press reading
with Ian Humphreys, David Clarke and Theresa Lola
2.15pm–4pm | Performance Lab, Shefﬁeld Hallam University, Arundel Gate,
Shefﬁeld S1 2LQ
£10 / £8 concessions (in advance or on the door)
This reading introduces three exciting poets from Rugby-based
Nine Arches Press, which celebrated its tenth birthday in 2018.
Theresa Lola is a British-Nigerian poet and joint winner of
the 2018 Brunel International African Poetry Prize. Her debut
poetry collection In Search of Equilibrium is an extraordinary and
exacting study of death and grieving.
Ian Humphreys is a fellow of the Complete Works programme,
which promotes diversity, quality and innovation in British poetry.
His debut collection Zebra pays homage to those who took
the ﬁrst steps – minority writers, LGBT civil rights activists, 70s
queer night-clubbers and the poet’s own mixed-race parents.
David Clarke’s pamphlet Gaud won the Michael Marks
award and his collection Arc was shortlisted for the Polari
Prize. His new collection The Europeans encompasses ideas
of nationhood and national identity, serving as a warning
against nostalgia, a lucid and prescient exploration of how
we see ourselves and how we are seen.
Nine Arches Press was founded in 2008 with the aim of
creating a platform for new, adventurous and vital work in
poetry. They have published books by Jo Bell, Inua Ellams,
Jacqueline Saphra, Roy McFarlane and Deborah Alma,
amongst many others. As well as publishing over 80
publications in ten years, and prize nominations and short
listings from the Ted Hughes Award through to the TS Eliot
Poetry Prize and regional Finalist in the Best Independent
Small Press in the British Book Awards, Nine Arches also
run live poetry events such as Coventry’s WordPlay series,
and provide mentoring and development opportunities to
more than 20 emerging poets every year. This showcase promises to provide an adventure
in poetry, presenting three distinctive voices with plenty to say and share.
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Sunday 19 May
Wretched Strangers Anthology Launch

4pm–5.30pm | Performance Lab, Shefﬁeld Hallam University, Arundel Gate, S1 2LQ
Free entry / Pay as you feel
In response to surges of violent British nationalism and political paranoia
around borders, JT Welsch and Ágnes Lehóczky have assembled an
anthology to mark the vital contribution of non-UK-born writers to this
country’s poetry culture. Wretched Strangers brings together innovative
writing from around the globe, celebrating the irreducible diversity this
work brings to ‘British’ poetry. This event features twelve poets from
the anthology. The anthology is published by Boiler House Press and
proceeds will be donated to charities ﬁghting for the rights of refugees.

Ágnes Lehóczky and Denise Riley

6pm–7.45pm | Performance Lab, Shefﬁeld Hallam University, Arundel Gate, S1 2LQ
£10 / £8 concessions (in advance or on the door)
Denise Riley’s collection Say Something Back was a Poetry Book Society Choice, and in
recognition of her extensive contribution to poetry and poetics, the University of Shefﬁeld
last year organised a symposium in celebration of her writing. Ágnes Lehóczky has poetry
collections published in both English and Hungarian. John Hall, writing about Swimming Pool,
describes the book as “a wonderful, extraordinary poem [...] not
quite like anything I know.” It is, he says, “very special”.
Denise Riley’s poetry collections include Marxism for Infants
(1977), Dry Air (1985), Mop Mop Georgette (1993), Penguin
Modern Poets series 2, vol 10 (with Douglas Oliver and Iain
Sinclair; 1996), Selected Poems (2000), Say Something Back (2016)
and Penguin Modern Poets series 3, vol 6 (with Maggie Nelson
and Claudia Rankine; 2017). Her New Selected Poems is due later
in 2019.
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Ágnes Lehóczky’s poetry collections include Budapest to Babel
(Egg Box Publishing, 2008), Rememberer (Egg Box Publishing,
2012), Carillonneur (Shearsman Books, 2014), Swimming Pool
(Shearsman, 2017) and Pool Epitaphs and Other Love Letters
(2017). She is Senior Lecturer in Creative Writing and CoDirector of the Centre for Poetry and Poetics at the University
of Shefﬁeld.

Sunday 19 May
Rommi Smith and Dave Evans

8pm–9.30pm | Performance Lab, Shefﬁeld Hallam University, Arundel Gate,
Shefﬁeld S1 2LQ
£10 / £8 concessions (in advance or on the door)
A unique poetry and music collaboration
from Rommi Smith and Dave Evans.
Rommi Smith is an international writer
who has held residencies for institutions
ranging from the British Council to the
BBC. Smith is the inaugural British
Parliamentary Writer in Residence and
inaugural Poet in Residence for Keats
House. John Barnard Scholar at the
University of Leeds, she is also a Visiting
Scholar at City University New York
(CUNY). She is a recipient of an Arts Council England
Award and a Hedgebrook Fellowship in the US.
Dave Evans is a composer, musician, event curator and festival
organiser. He is the main composer and band leader with
the UK based Afro-Jazz band Ubunye, a 7-piece dynamic
ensemble who are currently performing at festivals and jazz
clubs across the UK.
Photos: Rommi Smith by Lizzie Coombes, Dave Evans by Denis Dalby

Monday 20 May
University of Shefﬁeld Postgraduate Poetry Showcase
6pm–8.30pm | Humanities Research Institute, University of Shefﬁeld, 34 Gell
Street, S3 7QY
Free event

Current students from the MA and PhD in Creative Writing at the University of Shefﬁeld
will read a selection of their newest and most exciting work. All welcome.
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Tuesday 21 May
Roger McGough, Stan Skinny, Buddy Wakeﬁeld

7pm–10pm | Abbeydale Picture House, 387 Abbeydale Road, Shefﬁeld S7 1FS
£15 (in advance or on the door)
Roger McGough is the ‘Patron Saint of Poetry’ (Carol Ann
Duffy). His exuberant new collection joinedupwriting ranges
from forgotten friendships and the idiosyncrasies of family
life to the trauma of war and contemporary global politics.
These poems explore the human experience in all its shades
of light and dark but always with McGough’s signature wit,
irreverence and vivacity.
Stan Skinny is a poet, comedian and singer. He has
performed on many stages, including festivals ranging from
Shefﬁeld Pride to Edinburgh Fringe, where he had his ﬁrst
solo show Tesco Chainstore Massacre. He is currently
working on his ﬁrst collection, Dogs Not Allowed Fire Fighting
Equipment.
Alongside this,
he performs with his twin brother, Matt, in their
own version of Macbeth. They also co-wrote
and performed a successful sketch comedy
show Hairy Feet at Edinburgh Festival in 2011.
Stan has declared that they continue their
pursuit of achieving enough success to buy an
ice cream van and live in Elsie by the sea! Stan
is writer-in-residence at Bradford Academy.
Buddy Wakeﬁeld is a three-time world champion spoken word artist featured on the BBC,
HBO’s Def Poetry Jam, ABC Radio National and signed to Ani DiFranco’s Righteous Babe
Records. In 2004 he won the Individual World Poetry Slam Finals thanks to the support
of anthropologist and producer Norman Lear, then went on to share the stage with nearly
every notable performance poet in the world in over 1500 venues internationally from
The Great Lawn of Central Park, Zimbabwe’s Shoko Festival and Scotland’s Oran Mor to
San Quentin State Penitentiary, House of Blues New Orleans and The Basement in Sydney,
Australia.

Part of the Festival of Debate 2019
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Wednesday 22 May
Voices from The Poetry Room

1pm–3pm | Carpenter Room, Central Library, Surrey Street, Shefﬁeld S1 1XZ
Free event
Come and hear the latest work from poets
who meet every month at the University
Arms to share their writing and discuss a
poetry collection:
Jenny Donnison, Phil Dunn, Abbi Flint,
Cora Greenhill, Jenny Hockey, Janet
Murray, Andrew Myers, Alan Payne and
Steve Sawyer.
To ﬁnd out more about The Poetry Room –
a lunchtime/early afternoon drop-in venue for poetry – email Jenny on j.hockey@shef.ac.uk.

Matter 19: Launch Event

6.30pm | Shefﬁeld Institute of Arts, Fitzalan Square, Shefﬁeld S1 2AY
Free event
Join us for the launch of the new edition of Matter,
the annual anthology from the MA Creative Writing of
Shefﬁeld Hallam University, featuring outstanding work
from the current crop of students, alumni and visiting
writers. This year the anthology is being produced in
conjunction with graphic design students of Shefﬁeld
Institute of Arts and the launch will be celebrated in
the studio space of the old Head Post Ofﬁce building.
There will be readings, and refreshments will be served.
The event is free and open to the public.

Photo: Liz Champion
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Thursday 23 May
Verse Matters

7.30pm | Theatre Deli, 202 Eyre St, Shefﬁeld S1 4QZ
Suggested donation £3 / PAYF
Verse Matters is an intersectional feminist arts collective based in
Shefﬁeld. Verse Matters provides a supportive space for poetry,
spoken word, storytelling, music and comedy, showcasing the work of
talented people in a friendly, safe environment.
Jaspreet Kaur is a spoken word artist who works with national
governments, corporations and charities alike, such as TED, the UN,
Westminster Interfaith Council and women’s networks across the UK,
using her poetry to inspire and drive change.
Vanessa Kisuule is a writer, performer and burlesque artist. She has
performed at The Royal Albert Hall, The British Library, and Bristol Old
Vic, and many festivals including Wilderness, Secret Garden Party and
Glastonbury.
Caleb Femi is a poet and director. He has written and directed short
ﬁlms commissioned by the BBC and Channel 4 and poems by Tate
Modern, The Royal Society for Literature, St Paul’s Cathedral, the BBC
and the Guardian.
Rupinder Kaur is a Birmingham-born Panjabi poet. Her debut poetry
book Rooh was released with Verve Poetry Press in September 2018.
Her work straddles English and Punjabi culture – fusing words from
Punjabi, Hindi and Urdu and English.
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Friday 24 May
Jenny Hockey: Going to Bed with the Moon
7.30pm | The Fat Cat, 23 Alma St, Shefﬁeld S3 8SA
Free event

Jenny Hockey is a poet and until recently an active academic. She retired
to ﬁnd more time for poetry. Memory, loss and the objects that survive us
have been longstanding research interests and they remain an important
inspiration for writing poetry. In 2013, she received a New Poets Bursary
Award from New Writing North and, after magazine and anthology
publications, she is launching her debut collection, Going to Bed with the
Moon, published this year by Oversteps Books.
jennyhockeypoetry.co.uk

Saturday 25 May
The Reader: bringing people together and books to life
10am–1pm | Central Library, Surrey Street, Shefﬁeld S1 1XZ
Free event

The Reader is a national charity with a mission to bring
about a reading revolution so that everyone can
experience and enjoy great literature, which it believes is
a tool for helping humans survive and live well. Through
a growing movement of 1,000 volunteers and partners
across different sectors, the organisation currently brings
over 2,500 Readers together each month in groups across the UK to share and discuss
great novels, plays and poems through Shared Reading. Shared Reading is a powerful group
experience that sparks connection, reﬂection and discovery. By reading with people in
community centres, libraries, care homes, hospitals, prisons, recovery settings and workplaces,
The Reader’s work helps to improve wellbeing, reduce isolation and build stronger
communities. Funded by Arts Council England, The Reader is currently working with
Shefﬁeld, Doncaster and Rotherham library services to deliver weekly Shared Reading
groups across South Yorkshire that connect communities and promote wellbeing through
meaningful activity. As part of the Sheaf Poetry Festival, a morning of Shared Reading
sessions (comprising four half-hour slots) will take place in Shefﬁeld Central Library.
Visit www.thereader.org.uk or follow @thereaderorg on social to ﬁnd out more.
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Saturday 25 May
Excavations: a Boundary Walk
with Rob Hindle and Fay Musselwhite
2pm–4pm | Rivelin Reservoir, Shefﬁeld, S6 6GH
£8 / £6 concessions (advance booking only)

Join poets Rob Hindle and Fay Musselwhite on a walk that spans Rivelin Dams and
Redmires Reservoirs, via the recently rediscovered WWI training trenches at Quarry Hill.
We’ll encounter and reﬂect on the ‘defensive landscapes’ that mark the boundary of western
Shefﬁeld and the Peak District, and glimpse the origins of the river Rivelin. Along the way,
Rob and Fay will introduce and read poems that illuminate these complex, layered
environments.
The walk will start from the Rivelin
Reservoir car park (300m south of
Manchester Road) at 2pm; please arrive in
good time to ensure a prompt departure.
The walk is moderately paced with gradual
ascents, and will take approximately 2 hours
(including several stops along the route).
We recommend that you bring water.
There are no public toilets en route.
Rob Hindle is the author of several
collections of poetry, including Some
Histories of the Shefﬁeld Flood 1864 (2006),
Neurosurgery in Iraq (2008), The Purging of
Spence Broughton, a Highwayman (2009)
and Yoke and Arrows (2014). Five long
poems and sequences, collectively titled
Flights and Traverses, appear in the
Longbarrow Press anthology The Footing
(2013). His latest collection is The Grail
Roads (Longbarrow Press, 2018).
Fay Musselwhite lives in Shefﬁeld. She leads workshops and walks focusing on local and
working-class history, often featuring the culture and ecology of the Rivelin Valley. Her work
includes collaboration with practitioners in arts media and other disciplines. Her poems
have appeared in a range of publications, including the Longbarrow Press anthology The
Footing (2013). Her debut collection Contraﬂow appeared from Longbarrow Press in 2016.
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Saturday 25 May
Poetry Film Night: Wild Whispers
an international poetry ﬁlm project

7pm | The Void Cinema, SHU Owen Building (Level 1), Howard Street, S1 1WB
£8 / £6 concessions (in advance or on the door)
Wild Whispers started with
one poem and led to 12
versions, 12 languages and 12
ﬁlms. Chaucer Cameron and
Helen Dewbery document
a project which explores the
concept of adaptation and
collaboration through poetry
ﬁlm, by sending a poetry ﬁlm
across the world, which was
then re-created into a new
poetry ﬁlm and passed on.
The ﬁlms, created in
different languages with
English subtitles, were all
‘whispered’ from the previous
one. This event will show all the poetry ﬁlms that have been produced.
The poem travelled from the U.K. to India, Australia, Taiwan, France, South Africa, Belgium,
Sweden and the U.S.A., creating poetry ﬁlms in English, Malayalam, Chinese, French, Afrikaans,
Dutch, American Sign Language, Navajo, Spanish, and Welsh.
Elephant’s Footprint is the collaborative duo of Chaucer
Cameron and Helen Dewbery. It was originally
conceived to enable their ground-breaking collaborative
work, Nothing in the Garden, a 30-minute poetry ﬁlm
collection. Since then Elephant’s Footprint has been
involved in a number of projects, including the online
poetry ﬁlm magazine Poetry Film Live, mentoring and
tutoring through their annual Poetry Film Collective
scheme, the global poetry ﬁlm translation project Wild
Whispers, as well as curating live poetry ﬁlm events for organisations and festivals. With
support from Arts Council England, Elephant’s Footprint currently works in partnership
with Nine Arches Press producing hybrid poetry ﬁlms with their authors.
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Sunday 26 May
The Living Line
with Cora Greenhill

11am–4pm | Grindleford, S32 2HY
£25 (advance booking only)
The Living Line women's poetry workshop has been
meeting since 2011. Inspired by discussing the work
of contemporary women poets, we write new poems
and share critical feedback. We are always astonished
by what is produced in the alchemy of our circle.
Several participants are published. The theme for this
session will be 'Finding Freedom on the Edge', looking
at some work by American poets.
Cora Greenhill has had three collections published
since The Living Line’s inception, and has also
established and hosted Writers in The Bath for more
than ﬁve years, introducing many brilliant poets to
Shefﬁeld audiences. Living Line workshops are held in
Cora Greenhill’s home in Grindleford S32 2HY.
Numbers are strictly limited to 10: advance booking is essential.
Bookings and further enquiries to Cora Greenhill.
Email: cora@thirteenthmoon.co.uk
Tel: 01433 630759

Highscore Haikus
National Videogame Museum, Castle House, Angel St, Shefﬁeld S3 8LN
Museum entry: £11 adults / £9 children (for reduced entry book online: www.thenvm.org)
Led by Sheaf poet-in-residence Mark Pajak, this collaboration with the National Videogame
Museum will see an installation of multiple haikus celebrating the museum’s exhibition of
retro videogames. With new commissioned work from writers Bella Fortune and John-Paul
Burns, these haikus will be displayed for the public to view from 3 May to 2 June. Whether
you’re a games or poetry enthusiast, this unusual and exciting new installation offers
something for everyone. There will also be opportunities for the public to interact and
contribute to the instillation with their own videogame inspired haikus – so come down and
see what you can create when syllabics meet computer code!
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Sheaf Poets in Residence
Sheaf Poetry Festival is proud to
announce its first ever poet-inresidence, Mark Pajak. Mark will be
reading at our festival launch event
on Friday 17 May 2019, and doing a
workshop on the morning of Sunday
19 May as par t of our programme
of events.
He will also be running other
projects in the lead-up to the
festival – watch this space for ghosts,
video games and poetry taking over
in public spaces.
Mark’s work has appeared in The London Review of Books, Poetr y London, The North,
The Rialto and Magma. He has been commended in the National Poetry Competition,
awarded first place in The Bridpor t Prize and has also received a Nor thern Writers’
Award, an Eric Gregory Award and an UNESCO international writing residency.
His first pamphlet, Spitting Distance, was selected by Carol Ann Duffy as a Laureate’s
Choice and is published with smith|doorstop.
We are also delighted to welcome
our first young poet-in-residence,
Georgie Woodhead. Georgie is a
16-year-old writer from Sheffield
who attends Hive’s Sheffield Young
Writers group. In 2018 she was a
winner of the Foyle Young Poet of
the Year, one of two highly
commended young poets in the
Cuckoo Nor thern Writers Award,
and 2nd place winner in the Ledbury
Poetry Competition (young people’s
category). Georgie has been
published in the Hive anthologies,
Halfway Smile and Wild Poetr y, and by various places such as the Poetry Society and
the Poetry Village. She’s performed widely at open mics and live events including the
Ted Hughes Poetry Festival 2018, and has been a guest on Ian McMillan’s The Verb on
Radio 3.
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Booking
There are three different booking options, all indicated against each individual event:
1 Book in advance online, or pay on the door
2 Pay on the door only
3 Book in advance online, only
Advance booking
Except where stated, advance booking is through online ticket sales only, through the Sheaf
Poetry Festival website (www.sheafpoetryfestival.com) or Tickets For Good (https://events.
ticketsforgood.co.uk – search under ‘Sheaf Poetry Festival’). Please note that online ticket
sales are subject to a booking fee.
On the day
For all ‘book on the door’ events - tickets will be on sale at each venue from 30 minutes
before the event. Payments on the door at the venue by cash or (at most venues) card.
Ticket prices
See each individual listing for ticket prices. Concession rates refer to: Senior Citizens,
registered unemployed, disabled, full-time students and under 16s.
Weekend pass
For just £20 (+ booking fee), this pass grants you entry to all the festival events on Saturday
18 and Sunday 19 May at Shefﬁeld Hallam’s Performance Lab (apart from workshops) –
a total of eight events (plus the free ones). See www.sheafpoetryfestival.com to book.
Book sales
Books will be available for sale at most events (bookstall run by Rhyme and Reason).

The Poetry Business Big Book & Pamphlet Sale
Saturday 18 May | 11am–3pm
Campo House, 54 Campo Lane, Shefﬁeld S1 2EG
please buzz the intercom upon arrival

As part of our ’Save The Poetry Business!
33 Years & More…’ fundraising campaign,
we will be hosting a big book & pamphlet
sale with 20% off all our publications.
The sale will be at our ofﬁce on Campo Lane
from 11am - 3pm on Saturday 18th May.
Come and browse our new and vintage titles
and back issues of The North magazine, and replenish your home poetry library.
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Access Information
On this page you’ll find accessibility details for all of our venues. If something you need
to know isn’t covered here then please get in touch at sheafpoetryfestival@gmail.com
and we can find out for you. If you have par ticular access needs (for example, if you’d
like a front seat reserved to enable you to lip-read, or you’d like access to the venue
slightly earlier than programmed), please get in touch and we’ll do our best to ensure
we meet your needs.
For transport information and directions to our venues (including maps), please visit
www.sheafpoetryfestival.com.
Upper Chapel
There is wheelchair access into the Chapel (doors to the right if looking at the Chapel from
Norfolk Street) and also wheelchair accessible toilets. There is a hearing loop and for the
very hard of hearing headsets are available.
Performance Lab, Arundel Gate
This is situated in Arundel Gate Court on Arundel Gate. There are lifts, accessible
toilets and wheelchair access available. Detailed information can be found here:
https://www.accessable.co.uk/venues/owen-building
The Void Lecture Theatre
This is situated in the Shefﬁeld Hallam Owen Building on Howard Street. There are lifts,
accessible toilets and wheelchair access available. Detailed information can be found here:
https://www.accessable.co.uk/venues/owen-building
Charles Street Building
The Charles Street building has wheelchair access, lifts and multiple accessible toilets.
Detailed information can be found here: https://www.accessable.co.uk/venues/charles-streetbuilding
Theatre Deli is wheelchair accessible and has an accessible toilet.
Abbeydale Picture House is wheelchair accessible and has an accessible toilet.
Ghost Walk
The walk will take place in Shefﬁeld city centre and will mainly be at street level; however,
there are some cobbled areas. The walk will take approximately one hour.
Excavations: a Boundary Walk is not wheelchair accessible (as the route includes some
rough, narrow tracks and slopes).
Campo House has no step-free access.
Sheffield Central Library has a level access entrance and a lift, but no accessible toilets.
The Fat Cat The upstairs of The Fat Cat has no step-free access.
23

Festival Director
Suzannah Evans
Festival Team
Francesca Bone, Angelina D’Roza, Brian Lewis, Katie McLean, Ellen McLeod,
Shelley Roche-Jacques, Jess Timperley
Design
Brochure and website: Brian Lewis
Information
The information contained in this brochure should tell you all you
need to know. For any further queries, please contact us by email at
sheafpoetryfestival@gmail.com
To the best of our knowledge, all programming information was
correct at the time of going to print. The organisers reserve the right
to change the advertised programme.
Facebook: www.facebook.com/SheafPoetryFestival
Twitter: @SheafPoetryFest
Instagram: sheafpoetry

Many thanks to our funders and partners for their support:

www.sheafpoetryfestival.com

